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Fresh off an exciting crossover event that brought Thanos into the world of Fortnite, developer Epic Games is rolling out another limited-time game mode. Solo Showdown is a multi-day tournament that gives Fortnite fanatics a chance to prove their mettle against the competition and walk away with some free V-Bucks (the in-game currency used to
purchase skins, emotes, and other cosmetics).Here’s everything you need to know about Fortnite’s Solo Showdown mode before you jump in.How to PlayJust like any other Fortnite mode, this one is accessible from the game’s Lobby screen. Once you select Solo Showdown you can jump in and start playing. The rules are the same as a standard Solo
match. The only difference is that everyone in the game is playing to win a prize, so the competition may be a little tougher than usual.Solo Showdown kicked off on Thursday, May 17 and it runs until Monday, May 21 at 10 a.m. Eastern. To qualify for a prize you’ll need to play at least 50 matches in that time. You also need to be at least 16 years old,
and have a Fornite account registered on May 15 or earlier.If you meet all those qualifications you can start playing right now, but if you plan to win you should probably know a bit more about how the Solo Showdown'’s scoring system actually works...The scoring system is actually pretty simple. You earn a set number of points after each match

based on how long you survive. Winning the round will get your the most points, but just outlasting the competition (even by hiding in a bush the entire time) will put you near the top of the rankings.Here’s the full point system breakdown:@ 1st place is 100 points@ 2nd place is 94 points@ 3rd place is 91 points@ 4th place is 88
points@ 5th place is 85 points@ 6th place is 80 points@ 7th place is 75 points@ 8th place is 70 points@ 9th place is 65 points@ 10th place is 60 points@ 11-15th place is 55 points@ 16-20th place is 50 points@ 21-30th place is 45 points@ 32-40th place is 40 points@ 41-50th place is 35 points@ 51-75th place
is 30 points@ 76-100th place is 25 pointsOnce you play 50 rounds your collective score will be tallied up. Any ties will be decided based on total wins, total eliminations, and average placement (in that order). When that’s done it’s time to collect your prize.What Are the Prizes?Only the top 100 players will win any V-Bucks for competing in Solo

Showdown, but everyone who racks up 50 matches will automatically unlock a special spray to commemorate the event.If you do crack the top 100 here’s what you stand to win:@ 1st Place: 50,000 V-Bucks@ 2nd - 4th Place: 25,000 V-Bucks@ 5th - 50th Place: 13,500 V-Bucks@ 51st - 100th Place: 7,500 V-BucksRemember, Fortnite
typically charges $10 for 1,000 V-Bucks, and a season-long Battle Pass costs 950 V-Bucks. So these prizes are all pretty valuable for anyone who spends a decent amount of time playing Fortnite.What’s Next for Fortnite?This is the first online ranked tournament in Fortnite history, but it probably won’t be the last. Epic Games calls it a “stepping
stone” to future game modes, adding that we can expect a “major announcement about competitive play” sometime next week.Solo Showdown could be laying the groundwork for a permanent ranked mode. It could also help put the spotlight on a new class of professional Fortnite players — and maybe even serve as the foundation for a serious
competitive league.For now, Solo Showdown is just another fun distraction (and a chance to win some V-Bucks), but it just might be your ticket to Fortnite stardom.Credit: Epic Games Ever since its release, Fortnite has quickly become one of the biggest video games on the planet thanks to its addicting gameplay, endless collaborations with other
forms of media, and constant updates that keep the game fresh. You can play the game on pretty much any platform (except iOS), from the latest consoles and PC to even some of the best phones on the market.With the game being as popular as it is, it's not too shocking to see that it continually makes a ton of money off of in-game microtransactions.
However, those new to the game may be wondering what's the smartest way to spend money in Fortnite, and whether or not you should buy V-Bucks at all. Thankfully, we've got you covered.How much is a V-Buck?Source: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)Before we talk about getting the best value out of your V-Buck, we should
first break down the value attached to the currency itself. The smallest amount you can buy is 1,000 V-Bucks for $10, so that sets the base value of a single V-Buck around one cent, although you won't find anything in the Fortnite store for less than 500 V-Bucks. That makes the base in-app purchase around $5. Of course, Canadians and anyone living
outside the U.S. will end up paying more based on the currency exchange rate.Here are the pricing levels for buying V-Bucks via in-app in USD:1,000 V-Bucks for $7.992,800 V-Bucks for $19.995,000 V-Bucks for $31.9913,500 V-Bucks for $79.991t's worth noting that the V-Bucks you buy on a specific platform stay with that platform, so if you've
bought 1,000 V-Bucks on an Xbox or PlayStation, you won't see them in Fortnite Mobile and vice versa. However, once you've spent your V-Bucks on items you'll be able to access them across all the platforms you play. Because Fortnite is no longer available on the Google Play Store, players will have to purchase V-Bucks on their mobile devices
through the in-game Epic Direct Payment system, so you won't be able to use any Google Play credit towards your V-Bucks purchase.Battle PassSource: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)To keep Fortnite free-to-play, Epic Games implemented Battle Pass seasons. Each season sees players completing objectives to rank up
through tiers and unlock in-game rewards along the way. Players are given a free Battle Pass with its own dedicated objectives and rewards, but the premium Battle Pass, available for 950 V-Bucks, lets you unlock up to 100 in-game rewards throughout the season.Right from the start, if you're able to make it through 90% of the season tiers you'll be
able to win back enough V-Bucks to cover the cost of the next season's Battle Pass — pretty good motivation alone. You'll also get the hottest skins and features of the season in the form of outfits, harvesting tools, gliders, emote dance moves, and other goodies.For those who prefer to have constant access to the most current Battle Pass on top of a
stream of rewards, Epic Games also offers a subscription service, known as Fortnite Crew, that gives players 1,000 V-Bucks every month, access to the newest Battle Pass, and a monthly Crew pack that includes an exclusive outfit bundle. The subscription will run players $11.99 every month, so this should be reserved for those who play nothing but
Fortnite.Cosmetic upgradesSource: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)On top of the stuff you can unlock throughout the Battle Pass season, you're also able to directly buy cosmetic upgrades from the in-game shop. The catch is that only a limited number of items are available at one time, and the items available rotate out every
day. I found a great resource for tracking all the Fortnite cosmetics that lets you scope out what's currently available, whThere are four categories available on your character to upgrade:Outfits: These affect the overall look of your character and is the most significant cosmetic upgrade. There are a ton of outfits available and while some are much
bigger it's worth noting that a bigger outfit does not necessarily increase your character's hitbox. It's also worth considering that the flashier the outfit the more you will stand out in the field, so that's something to keep in mind if you prefer stealth play. Outfits start as low as 800 V-Bucks for Uncommon outfits and up to 2,000 V-Bucks for Legendary
outfits.Harvesting Tool: By default, Fortnite gives you a generic pickaxe for busting down walls and harvesting building supplies but you can swap out your trusty pickaxe with a wide range of crazy skins for your trusty tool. These have no effect on your harvesting ability but can look pretty fun. There's also typically a corresponding harvesting tool for
each outfit if you're a stickler for continuity. Harvester tools can be bought for as low as 500 V-Bucks and as high as 2,000 V-Bucks.Glider: Upgrading your glider gives you no speed advantages over your opponents, although it can sure look intimidating to see an upgraded glider floating around your landing area at the start of the game. Uncommon
Gliders start at 500 V-Bucks, while a Legendary Glider costs 1,500 V-BucksEmotes: There's nothing sweeter than busting out a quick dance move after you've knocked out an opponent, knowing that the other player has a front row seat for your antics on the kill cam. There are over 80 different Emotes to be unlocked or bought and they start as low as
200 V-Bucks.What's the best value?Buying cosmetic upgrades in a free-to-play video game such as Fortnite is akin to donating to the developer. You get a modest reward that helps your character stand out while investing in the longevity and profitability of the game itself. It's also 100% optional and can get really expensive if you get hooked on
upgrading your character on a regular basis.Let's take a look at how much someone could hypothetically spend to fully kit out their Fortnite character, based on the average price of items available in the item shop:New Outfit: 1,500 V-Bucks New Harvesting Tool: 800 V-Bucks New Glider: 800 V-Bucks New Emote: 500 V-BucksTotal spent: 3,600 V-
Bucks, or $35 in in-app purchasesThat's a sizeable chunk of change for some digital apparel. If you're a parent with kids begging you to buy them V-Bucks, you ought to know just how easy it is to blow through that $25 in-app purchase in just a few quick taps.Should you buy V-Bucks?In my opinion, you should only invest in V-Bucks if you're a diehard
Fortnite player and you play across multiple platforms. A Battle Pass upgrade is a great place to start, as a thriftier gamer with just a Battle Pass upgrade has the potential to unlock a good collection of gear through just one season of play. The $25 pack that gives you 2,800 V-Bucks is probably your best value, as you'll be able to afford a premium
Battle Pass for the upcoming season while maintaining a V-Bucks balance in case something in the item shop really catches your eye.
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