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After	more	than	a	year	in	the	making,	the	mobile	game	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Rise	To	War	has	finally	arrived	on	Android	and	iOS	platforms.	The	game	will	allow	you	to	go	on	conquest	in	Middle-earth	and	is	set	in	the	LOTR	trilogy	universe.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	Rise	to	War	is	a	mobile	strategy	game	and	is	developed	by	Warner	Bros.	Interactive
Entertainment	and	NetEase	which	makes	it	an	officially	licensed	game.The	story	is	set	during	The	Third	Age	of	Middle-earth.	After	a	thousand	years	of	peace,	Middle-earth	is	beset	with	“signs	of	chaos”	that	have	led	to	unrest.	The	game	allows	you	to	search	for	the	cause	of	this,	which,	most	likely,	is	going	to	be	the	rise	of	evil	again.	The	game	features
some	of	the	iconic	locations	of	Middle-earth	that	are	featured	in	the	trilogy	like	Lothlorien,	Rohan,	Minas	Tirith,	Mordor,	etc.The	good	factions	in	the	game	include	Gondor,	Rohan,	Lothlórien	and	Erebor	while	the	evil	factions	in	the	game	include	Mordor,	Isengard,	Rhûn	and	Angmar.	In	the	game,	you	start	by	forging	your	own	customised	ring	of	power
and	raising	your	armies.	While	the	combat	is	not	exactly	minutely	detailed,	the	commander	of	your	troops	plays	a	vital	role	in	the	outcome	of	the	battle.	You	can	recruit	familiar	characters	like	Legolas	and	Saruman.FacebookTwitterLinkedin	Carry	your	towel	in	style	as	a	convenient	cape	secured	with	an	iconic	elvish	brooch.	Now	you	can	free	up	your
hands	to	hold	a	drink	while	you	fend	off	foes	with	your	sword!Using	pictures	from	google	(shown	above)	I	fasioned	my	own	brooch	out	of	sculpy	oven	hardening	clay.	I	used	black	as	the	base,	a	green	top	layer,	and	white	for	the	details.	By	using	white	for	the	details	it	won't	be	as	noticable	if	spots	get	missed	when	it	gets	painted	silver.	In	order	to	turn
it	into	a	brooch,	I	simply	stuck	a	large	saftey	pin	into	the	clay	while	it	was	still	soft	(after	it	was	fully	sculpted)	and	made	sure	to	bury	it	into	the	clay.Final	step	was	to	paint	the	details	silver,	I	used	liquid	silver	leaf	but	any	silver	paint	should	do.	I	would	reccommend	sealing	it	in	a	clear	coat	to	add	shine	and	protection.	Grab	your	beach	towel,	throw	it
around	your	shoulders,	and	pin	securely	to	prepare	for	your	aquatic	quest.	Whether	you	reread	the	printed	trilogy	every	summer	or	have	the	film	trilogy	box	set	ready	to	binge	at	a	moment’s	notice,	there	aren’t	many	fantasy	fans	who	haven’t	revisited	J.	R.	R.	Tolkien’s	Lord	of	the	Rings	world	over	and	over	again.	Amazon	has	two	very	exciting	Lord	of
the	Rings	projects	in	the	works.	One	is	the	TV	series	based	on	the	second	age,	and	the	second	is	a	massively	multiplayer	online	game	(MMO).	However,	it	is	going	to	be	a	long	time	before	we	see	either	of	them.	The	TV	show	won’t	launch	until	at	least	2021,	and	the	MMO	has	no	release	date	as	of	yet.	Daedalic	Entertainment	has	a	LoTR	game	coming
out	a	bit	sooner:	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Gollum	has	a	confirmed	release	on	next-generation	gaming	consoles	PS5	and	Xbox	Series	X.	To	tide	us	over	until	the	next	wave	of	Middle	Earth	stories	is	released,	let’s	look	at	some	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	video	games	of	all	time.	This	list	has	everything	from	classics	to	more	modern	titles.		The	Lord	of	the
Rings:	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	(2006)	The	follow-up	to	EA’s	surprisingly	good	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	fine-tuned	the	gameplay	and	brought	the	franchise	on	par	with	some	of	the	best	real-time	strategy	games	on	the	market	at	the	time.	One	notable	difference	between	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	and	its	predecessor	was	player	freedom.	Middle-Earth	II
allowed	players	to	create	as	many	buildings	as	they	wanted	anywhere	on	the	map,	allowing	for	a	lot	more	flexibility	in	gameplay.		Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	also	added	goblins,	dwarves,	and	elves	as	playable	factions.	The	expansion	pack	Rise	of	the	Witch-King	added	the	Angmar	as	well.		The	game	also	featured	the	War	of	the	Ring	mode	from	the	first
game,	which	cleverly	combined	turn-based	tactics	with	real-time	strategy	gameplay.	Battle	for	Middle-Earth	II	was	met	with	positive	criticism	upon	its	release,	and	we	look	back	on	it	fondly	as	one	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	games	there	was.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Return	of	the	King	(2003)	Franchise	games	are	almost	always	terrible.	They	are
usually	just	lazy	cash	grabs	meant	to	capitalize	on	the	popularity	of	a	summer	blockbuster.	However,	that	wasn’t	the	case	with	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	Return	of	the	King.	This	awesome	PS2	game	proved	to	be	surprisingly	fun	and	did	well	following	the	main	events	of	the	movie	while	having	engaging	gameplay.	Like	its	predecessor,	The	Two	Towers,
Return	of	the	King	is	a	hack-and-slash	game	that	the	developers	likened	to	a	modern	Gauntlet.	Unlike	the	first	game,	though,	Return	of	the	King	had	multiple	storylines,	more	playable	characters,	and	unique	environmental	interactions.	The	game	also	had	a	co-op	mode	that	let	you	play	with	a	buddy.	The	game	was	also	significantly	larger	in	scale	than
The	Two	Towers,	with	players	exploring	maps	twice	as	large	and	fighting	double	the	enemies.	LEGO	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	(2012)	The	LEGO	games	have	always	been	decent	games	for	kids	that	recreate	major	franchises	in	humorous	ways.	LEGO	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	a	perfect	example	of	this.	The	game	was	one	of	the	first	in	LEGO’s	large	game
pool	to	actually	include	audio	clips	from	the	films,	but	developers	still	managed	to	put	their	own	comedic	twist	on	most	of	the	scenes.	The	game	covers	the	events	of	the	original	three	films,	and	players	can	take	control	of	over	80	characters,	each	with	their	own	unique	abilities	that	help	them	solve	puzzles.	There	is	also	a	free-roam	mode	where	players
can	explore	all	of	LEGO	Middle-Earth.	It	isn’t	exactly	the	most	thrilling	game	for	adults,	but	it	is	the	perfect	way	to	get	the	kids	introduced	to	the	wonder	of	the	franchise	without	all	the	grit	of	the	movies.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	The	Third	Age	(2004)	The	Third	Age	is	unique	because	it	is	one	of	the	few	games	of	the	era	that	wasn’t	entirely	based	on	the
films.	Rather,	the	events	of	The	Third	Age	run	parallel	to	the	movies	and	have	several	overlapping	events.	The	turn-based	role-playing	game	(RPG)	also	has	entirely	unique	content,	and	the	player	characters	are	entirely	new.	Like	any	RPG,	each	area	of	the	game	had	a	bevy	of	quests	to	complete.	What	made	The	Third	Age	unique,	though,	was	the	evil
mode.	Once	the	player	beat	an	area	of	the	game,	it	could	be	replayed	in	evil	mode,	where	players	took	control	of	Sauron’s	forces.	The	player	then	had	to	complete	battle	after	battle	with	no	saves.	If	successful,	they	could	unlock	new	items	for	the	main	player	characters.	It	was	a	unique	extra	layer	that	helped	pad	out	the	playtime.	The	game	was	proof
that	a	Lord	of	the	Rings	RPG	could	be	insanely	fun.	It’s	just	a	shame	that	more	games	like	it	weren’t	made.	Middle-Earth:	Shadow	of	Mordor	(2014)	Middle-Earth:	Shadow	of	Mordor	exploded	onto	the	scene	when	it	was	released	in	2014.	It	had	entirely	new	characters,	a	plot	that	fleshed	out	Mordor,	and	a	unique	Nemesis	System	that	generated
memorable	orc	captains	for	the	player	to	clash	with.	The	plot	was	a	little	wonky	and	played	pretty	fast	and	loose	with	the	canon,	but	all	in	all,	it	was	an	exceptional	and	thrilling	game.	The	player	takes	control	of	Talion,	a	ranger	who	is	seeking	revenge	after	he	and	his	family	are	killed	by	the	Black	Hand	of	Sauron.	Talion	is	brought	back	to	life	by	a
mysterious	wraith,	who	is	later	revealed	to	be	Celebrimbor	—	the	forger	of	the	one	ring.	Together,	the	two	improve	Talion’s	abilities,	help	human	slaves	find	freedom	in	Mordor,	and	meet	a	host	of	unique	characters.	The	boss	battles	are	a	little	underwhelming,	but	the	Nemesis	System	is	so	unique	and	well-crafted	that	it	makes	the	game	stand	out	as
one	of	the	best	Lord	of	the	Rings	games	around.	Middle-Earth:	Shadow	of	War	(2015)	This	one	may	be	contentious,	but	Shadow	of	War	takes	what	worked	with	Shadow	of	Mordor	and	improves	it	in	practically	every	way.	The	story	is	still	all	over	the	place,	but	the	game	delivers	on	a	broader	scope,	a	more	complex	Nemesis	System,	and	new	base	raids
that	make	for	dozens	—	if	not	hundreds	—	of	hours	of	additional	gameplay.	The	biggest	and	best	changes	come	to	the	Nemesis	System.	One	complaint	about	Shadow	of	Mordor	was	that	once	Talion	is	leveled	enough,	basically	nothing	can	stop	him.	Shadow	of	Mordor	doesn’t	have	this	problem,	thanks	to	a	more	complex	leveling	system	and	the	chance
for	orc	commanders	to	become	insanely	powerful.	Many	times	they	can	kill	you	outright,	regardless	of	your	level,	and	some	can	even	be	immune	to	executions.	Combine	that	with	the	additional	layers	of	equipment,	strengths,	and	other	tweaks,	and	the	Nemesis	System	of	Shadow	of	War	could	be	the	entire	game	in	and	of	itself.	Shadow	of	War	also	has
multiple	regions	to	explore	in	the	base	game,	and	each	is	noticeably	different	and	has	its	own	ranks	of	orcs	to	cut	through.	Despite	the	story	and	annoying	micro-transactions,	Shadow	of	War	really	is	a	compelling	game	that	improves	on	its	predecessor	in	nearly	every	way.		Editors'	Recommendations	360b	/	Shutterstock.com	The	Beatles	nearly	had	a
second	career	as	leading	actors	in	The	Lord	of	the	Rings.	For	the	50th	anniversary	of	Help!,	Variety	looked	back	at	what	the	Fab	Four’s	film	career	could	have	been.	Just	before	Help!‘s	debut	(and	a	year	after	1964’s	A	Hard	Day’s	Night),	the	producer	of	the	two	films,	Walter	Shenson,	told	Variety	that	the	“boys”	wanted	their	third	film	to	be
“different.”	The	band	had	lots	of	ideas	for	what	the	third	film	—	under	their	three-contract	film	with	United	Artists	—	could	be,	but	the	most	bizarre	was	a	John,	Paul,	George	and	Ringo-starring	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	film.	“The	Beatles	once	approached	Stanley	Kubrick	to	do	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,”	explained	director/producer	Peter	Jackson	to	Deadline
last	year.	“This	was	before	Tolkien	sold	the	rights.	They	approached	him	and	he	said	no.	I	actually	spoke	about	this	with	Paul	McCartney.	He	confirmed	it.	I’d	heard	rumors	that	it	was	going	to	be	their	next	film	after	Help.	John	Lennon	was	going	to	play	Gollum.	Paul	was	going	to	play	Frodo.	George	Harrison	was	going	to	play	Gandalf,	and	Ringo	Starr
was	going	to	play	Sam.”	J.R.R.	Tolkien	himself	also	turned	down	the	idea,	according	to	Variety,	although	he	was	seemingly	more	annoyed	about	their	loud	practice	sessions.	“In	a	house	three	doors	away	dwells	a	member	of	a	group	of	young	men	who	are	evidently	aiming	to	turn	themselves	into	a	Beatle	Group,”	wrote	Tolkien	in	a	letter.	“On	days
when	it	falls	to	his	turn	to	have	a	practice	session	the	noise	is	indescribable.”	While	the	seemingly	absurd	idea	did	quickly	fizzle,	the	Beatles	did	have	film	success	when	they	proposed	the	idea	prior	to	the	launch	of	Help!.	Hard	Day’s	Night	outshined	expectations,	earning	two	Oscar	nominations,	and	providing	the	basis	for	United	Artists	to	give	the
quartet	a	bigger	budget	for	Help!.	They	ended	up	getting	a	budget	of	$1.5	million	for	the	film,	a	comedy	adventure	about	the	band	members	facing	off	against	an	evil	cult.	The	film	was	in	color	and	was	shot	in	Austria	and	the	Bahamas,	according	to	Variety.	It	didn’t	end	up	having	the	same	critical	and	commercial	success	as	their	first,	though.	The
Beatles	did	finally	make	a	third	film,	the	1970	documentary	Let	It	Be.	In	between,	the	Beatles	recorded	some	of	the	most	long-lasting	’60s	records:	Sgt.	Pepper’s	Lonely	Hearts	Club	Band,	Magical	Mystery	Tour,	The	White	Album,	Abbey	Road,	and	Let	It	Be.	We	can	only	wonder	what	would’ve	happened	if,	instead,	the	quartet	starred	in	The	Lord	of	the
Rings.	Editors'	Recommendations
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