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For	a	third	consecutive	season,	the	Los	Angeles	Dodgers	were	not	represented	on	the	list	of	the	top	10	MLB	Network's	leading	launchers.	Shredder	looked	at	a	two-year	sample	for	prominent	launchers	when	determining	its	2021	charts,	but	weighed	this	past	season	heavier.	The	new	Chicago	White	Sox	nearest	Liam	Hendriks	claimed	first	place	for
2021,	after	a	two-year	dominant	with	the	Oakland	Athletics.	The	right	was	the	most	valuable	coach	in	baseball,	accumulating	5.2	WAR	(FanGraphs)	while	posting	an	ERA	1.66	out	of	97	games.	The	rest	of	the	list,	in	order,	consists	of	Drew	Pomeranz,	Devin	Williams,	Nick	Anderson,	James	Karinchak,	Brad	Hand,	Aroldis	Chapman,	Aaron	Bummer,	Tyler
Duffey	and	Josh	Hader.	Only	Hendricks,	Chapman	and	Hader	appeared	in	The	Shredder	2020.	MLB	Network	analysts	Sarah	Langs	and	Mike	Petriello	both	had	Hendriks	at	the	top	of	their	respective	lists,	but	Vince	Gennaro	chose	Hader	for	his	number	1.	While	the	Dodgers	were	not	in	the	2021	charts	of	The	Shredder,	it	is	worth	noting	that	their
bullpen	was	among	the	best	in	the	previous	season.	The	unit	finished	third	in	FanGraphs'	WAR	(3.5,)	chasing	only	Tampa	Bay	Rays	and	Minnesota	Twins	(3.6	each).	Jake	McGee,	who	is	now	a	free	agent,	led	the	bullpen	Dodgers	with	0.7	WAR	last	season,	posting	a	2.66	ERA	in	20.1	innings.	Other	standouts	include	Victor	Gonzalez,	who	posted	a	1.40
ERA	as	a	rookie;	and	Adam	Kolarek,	whose	0.95	ERA	was	the	lowest	among	L.A	lifts	with	a	minimum	of	15	innings	launched.	The	dodgers	bullpen	suffered	a	bit	of	a	makeover	this	offseason,	with	Corey	Knebel,	Tommy	Kahnle	and	Brandon	Morrow	among	the	new	additions.	Blake	Treinen	was	resigned,	but	the	club	is	still	looking	for	another	high-
leverage	and	could	try	to	add	Hand,	which	would	help	to	strengthen	the	closest	role.	L.A	is	also	said	to	have	a	significant	interest	in	signing	former	San	Diego	Padres	Kirby	Yates	closer,	which	ranked	#1	in	the	list	of	the	top	10	Shredder	lifts	as	recently	as	the	2020	season.	MLB	Top	10	emergency	launchers	right	now	for	2021	Rank	The	marrow	of	the
mulcher	Petriello	Sarah.	Langs	(Parliament	approved)Hader	(Brewers)Brad	Hand	(free	agent)Seth	Lugo	(Mets)Kirby	Yates	(free	agent)	Have	you	subscribed	to	the	Dodger	Blue	YouTube	channel?	It	is	the	best	way	to	watch	player	interviews,	exclusive	coverage	from	events,	participate	in	our	shows,	and	more!	role	of	pitching	in	baseball	For	video
game,	see	Relief	Pitcher	(video	game).	"Reliever"	redirects	here.	For	another	use,	see	the	rescue	airport.	Rhéal	Cormier	Relief	Role	warms	up	in	the	bullpen	during	the	game's	progression.	In	baseball	and	softball,	a	relief	thrower	or	a	lifter	is	a	launcher	who	enters	the	game	after	the	starter	is	removed	due	to	injury,	ineffectiveness,	fatigue,	ejection,	or
for	other	strategic	reasons,	such	as	inclement	time	delays	or	pinch	replacements.	Relief	launchers	are	further	informally	subdivided	into	various	roles,	such	as	close,	config	men,	average	rescue	launchers,	left/right	specialists,	and	long	lifters.	While	starting	launchers	usually	rest	several	days	before	launching	in	a	game	again	because	of	the	number	of
pitches	launched,	rescue	launchers	are	expected	to	be	more	flexible	and	typically	launch	more	games,	but	with	less	innings	launched.	The	staff	of	a	lift	team	is	normally	referred	to	metonymically	as	a	team	bullpen,	which	refers	to	the	area	where	the	lifters	sit	during	the	games,	and	where	they	heat	up	before	entering	the	game.	History	Pre-bullpen	In
the	first	days	of	the	Major	League	Baseball	(MLB),	replacing	a	player	was	not	allowed	except	for	illness	or	injury.	An	ineffective	launcher	would	exchange	positions	with	another	player	on	the	field.	The	first	major	appearance	in	the	major	leagues	was	in	1876	with	the	Boston	Red	Caps	outfielder	Jack	Manning	switching	positions	with	the	launcher	Joe
Borden.	[1]	In	this	first	era,	rescue	launchers	passing	from	a	position	role	to	the	launcher	box	in	this	way	were	often	called	"change"	launchers.	[2]	This	strategy	of	changing	players	between	the	tumulus	and	the	outfield	is	still	occasionally	employed	in	modern	baseball,	sometimes	in	long	extra	inning	games	where	a	team	is	running	out	of	players.	[3]
In	1889,	the	first	appearance	of	the	bullpen	occurred	after	the	rules	were	changed	to	allow	a	replacement	of	the	player	at	any	time.	[4]	The	first	rescue	launchers	normally	started	to	launch	one	or	two	innings	among	the	first.	[5]	In	1903,	during	the	second	World	Series	game,	Bucky	Veil	of	Pittsburgh	became	the	first	major	launcher	in	the	history	of
the	World	Series.	Modern	/	"fire"	Firpo	Marberry	is	credited	with	being	the	first	prominent	lifter.	From	1923	to	1935,	he	launched	in	551	games,	364	of	which	were	in	relief.	The	historian	ofBill	James	wrote	that	Marberry	was	"a	modern	lifter,	a	young	boy	who	worked	rigorously	in	relief,	worked	often,	and	was	used	to	nail	victories."	[6]	Another	lifter,
Johnny	Murphy,	became	known	as	"Fireman"	for	its	effectiveness	when	inserted	into	difficult	situations	("fires")	in	relief.	[7]	However,	the	full-time	lift	that	waswith	important	situations	was	more	the	exception	than	the	rule	at	this	point.	Often,	the	starting	pitcher	of	a	team	ace	was	used	between	its	beginnings	to	close	the	games.	The	next	research
revealed	that	Lefty	Grove	would	be	in	the	first	three	of	his	league	in	rescue	in	four	different	seasons,	if	that	stat	was	invented	at	the	time.	[8]	Shortly	after	World	War	II,	full-time	lifts	became	more	acceptable	and	standard.	[9]	The	lifters	were	usually	launchers	who	were	not	good	enough	to	be	beginners.	[10]	The	Relievers	in	the	1950s	began	to
develop	odd	pitches	to	distinguish	them	from	beginners.	[10]	For	example,	Hoyt	Wilhelm	launched	a	walnut	ball,	and	Elroy	Face	launched	a	fork	ball.	[11]	In	1969,	the	pitcher's	mound	was	lowered	and	the	umpires	were	encouraged	to	call	less	strikes	to	give	the	batters	an	advantage.	The	relief	specialists	were	used	to	counter	the	increased	offense.
[12]	It	was	closer	The	bullpen	car	used	by	the	Boston	Red	Sox	to	load	lifters	in	the	Relievers	games	became	more	respected	in	the	1970s,	and	their	pay	increased	due	to	free	agency.	All	teams	began	to	approach.	[12]	The	1980s	were	the	first	time	in	MLB	that	the	number	of	rescues	in	full	numbers.	In	1995,	there	were	almost	four	savings	for	each
complete	game.	[13]	It	is	unclear	whether	specialization	and	reliance	on	relief	pitches	led	to	pitch	counts	and	less	complete	games,	or	if	pitch	counts	led	to	increased	use	of	lifters.	[14]	Since	the	narrowest	were	reduced	to	specialists	of	an	inning,	configuration	men	and	midway	lifters	became	more	prominent.	[15]	In	recent	decades,	the	relief	launcher
was	just	a	former	starter	who	came	into	a	game	about	injury,	ineffectiveness,	or	the	fatigue	of	the	starting	launcher.	The	bullpen	was	for	the	old	starters	who	had	lost	the	ability	to	throw	effectively.	Many	of	these	launchers	would	be	able	to	flourish	in	this	diminished	role.	Those	like	Dennis	Eckersley,	as	with	many	others,	have	actually	extended	their
tape	careers	and	often	unleashed	them	to	new	life.	The	rest	added	to	their	arms	as	well	as	the	reduced	exposure	of	their	abilities	became	an	advantage	many	would	have	learned	to	capitalize	on.	Since	these	launchers	faced	only	a	few	batters	once	a	season,	the	opposite	side	would	have	more	difficulty	getting	ready	to	face	the	rescue	pliers.	Recently,
being	a	relief	launcher	has	become	more	than	one	career,	rather	than	a	reduced	location.	Many	of	today's	best	prospects	are	considered	primarily	for	their	pitching	relief	skills.	[16]	Looking	for	a	management	board,	managers	as	time	goes	on	have	brought	morein	the	bullpen,	and	they	used	them	in	more	specialized	situations.	The	platoon	edge
recognition	prompted	managers	to	ensure	that	opposing	left-wing	beaters	make	as	many	left-wing	launchers	as	possible,	and	that	the	same	happens	with	regard	to	right-wing	and	launchers.	Tony	The	Russian	was	especially	known	for	making	frequent	pitching	changes	on	this	base.	[17]	When	Mike	Marshall	set	the	time	record	with	106	games	played
in	1974,	he	launched	208.1	innings.	[18]	Currently,	Currently,Some	lifters	still	appear	in	a	large	number	of	games	per	season,	the	workload	for	each	single	launcher	was	very	reduced.	Since	2008,	Pedro	Feliciano	has	had	three	of	the	first	four	seasons	in	games	played,	with	92,	88	and	86.	However,	Feliciano	only	averages	58	innings	launched	during
those	seasons.	[19]	The	last	pitcher	to	launch	100	or	more	innings	in	a	season	without	starting	a	game	was	Scott	Proctor	in	2006.	[20]	Since	the	mid-years	of	2010,	MLB	teams	have	given	the	lifters	a	growing	number	of	starters	innings,	due	to	the	baseball	game	moving	towards	greater	variance,	and	a	flexible	bullpen	gives	the	manager	more
defensive	options	against	high-risk	offensive	strategies.	In	response,	some	teams	have	allocated	funds	and	traded	to	create	a	"super	bullpen",	however	this	is	not	a	successful	guarantee	since	the	execution	of	rescue	launchers	was	shown	to	float	much	more	wildly	than	start	launchers.	For	example,	the	Cleveland	2016	and	2017	Indians	had	the
strongest	league	bullpen,	however	their	bullpen	in	2018	fought	and	the	Indians	won	their	division	thanks	to	the	strength	of	their	initial	rotation.	[21]	Similarly,	the	Washington	Nationals	2019	won	the	World	Series,	despite	their	outstanding	personnel	who	have	the	worst	ERA	(5.66)	of	that	season.	[22]	The	relevant	current	roles	increased	from	9	to	10
up	to	12	or	13	launchers,	due	to	the	increased	importance	of	pitching	relief.	[23]	The	staff	is	generally	composed	of	five	starting	launchers,	with	the	remaining	launchers	assigned	as	lifters.	[24]	A	team	rescue	staff	usually	contains	a	closer	one	that	generally	launches	the	ninth	inning,	a	configuration	launcher	that	generally	launches	the	eighth,	and	a
left	specialist	whose	work	is	to	withdraw	left	beaters.	The	rest	of	the	bullpen	then	consists	of	media	lifters	that	are	used	in	the	remaining	situations,	and	perhaps	additional	left	or	right	specialists.	[25]	The	nearest	is	usually	the	best	relief	launcher,	followed	by	the	configuration	man.	[26]	Players	are	generally	promoted	to	later	inning	roles	as	they
succeed.[27][28]	The	reliefs	were	previously	more	versatile	before	becoming	specialists	of	an	inning.[28][29]	The	configuration	man	and	closer	will	normally	be	used	only	to	preserve	an	advantage,	although	they	can	enter	to	keep	a	game	nearby	(where	the	score	is	tied	or	if	their	team	is	tracked	by	only	a	few	tracks)	especially	in	the	playoffs.	If	the
team	is	significantly	behind	going	to	the	eighth	or	ninth	inning	and	a	relief	launcher	is	required,	usually	a	central	lift	or	two	will	be	chosen	to	absorb	inning,	while	the	configuration	man	and	closer	are	saved	for	the	next	timeare	necessary	to	preserve	a	victory.	[30]	The	correct	use	of	the	bullpen	is	to	avoid	using	an	effective	lifter	on	a	low	lever
situation,	instead	of	saving	them	as	"fire"	for	high-level	situations	(as	loaded	bases,	no-out).[31][32]	In	2018,	some	MLB	teams	started	experimenting	with	an	opener	–	awho	is	normally	a	lift	who	starts	the	game	for	an	inning	or	two	before	giving	to	someone	who	would	normally	be	an	appetizer.	One	advantage	of	this	approach	is	that	the	opener,	who	is
often	a	hard-throwing	specialist,	can	be	called	to	face	the	most	dangerous	batters,	which	are	usually	close	to	the	top	of	the	bat	order,	the	first	time	they	come	to	bat.	[33]	Although	the	opening	was	only	formally	considered	a	major	role	in	2018,	managers	sporadically	used	a	lift	before	a	beginner.	A	good	example	is	the	game	6	of	the	1990	National
Championship	Series	when	the	manager	of	Pittsburgh	Pirates	Jim	Leyland	started	a	men's	set-up,	Ted	Power,	in	order	to	keep	the	Cincinnati	Reds	to	employ	their	successful	platoon	(Power	launched	2+1⁄3	innings	before	giving	way	to	the	left	advisor	Zane	Smith	in	the	third	inning)	and	the	strategy	worked	to	hold	the	Reds	alone	Among	their
programmed	starts	rotation,	a	starting	launcher	can	be	used	on	short	rest	for	the	bullpen.	Sometimes	they	are	used	as	lifters	when	the	poles	are	higher,	as	a	game	that	could	decide	the	division	title	or	a	elimination	game	(winner-take	all).	Currently,	starters	are	typically	used	in	situations	of	relief	both	at	the	beginning	of	the	postseason	before	their
scheduled	start	of	rotation,	or	late	in	the	post-season	after	their	last	scheduled	start	(often	with	"the	ultimatum	of	a	clincher	series").	However,	the	Boston	Red	Sox	2018	under	Alex	Cora	managed	their	pitching	rotation	so	that	a	starter	was	readily	available	in	the	bullpen	every	playoff	game.	[35]	Considered	as	a	"universal	truth	in	baseball,"	"almost
every	starter	would	be	better	in	relief."	[35]	However,	a	beginner	may	not	necessarily	be	better	used	as	a	"fire"	(to	stop	a	rally)	since	"conventional	wisdom	is	that	it	is	not	wise	to	bring	a	beginner	for	a	relief	aspect	with	men	already	on	the	basis;	starting	launchers	take	more	time	to	warm	up	than	smoothing	and	tend	to	be	more	comfortable	[38]	In	the
game	6	of	the	2010	ALCS,	manager	Joe	Girardi	was	criticized	for	"managing	by	formula"	in	not	calling	ace	CC	Sabathia	and	instead	going	to	lighten	David	Robertson	who	abandoned	several	tracks	that	put	the	game	out	of	reach	for	the	New	York	Yankees.[39][40]	Starter	Madison	Bumgarner	recorded	the	longest	rescue	in	the	history	of	the	World
Series,	pitching	five	scoreless	innings	[41]	In	the	2018	World	Series,	the	initiator	Nathan	Eovaldi,	originally	planned	to	launch	the	game	4,	was	featuredGame	3	that	turned	into	a	marathon	of	18	innings.	In	the	history	of	the	World	Series,	he	became	the	first	lifter	to	launch	at	least	six	innings	after	Rick	Rhoden	did	so	in	1977,	while	the	97	pitches	of
Eovaldi	set	the	record	for	the	most	from	a	lift	(and	also	36	more	than	Rick	Porcello	who	had	started	that	game).[42][44][45]	Neither	the	important	entrance	was	a	high	pressure	situation	as	their	teams	were	already	leader	5-1	enter	the	9th;	but	gave	Sale	the	opportunity	to	get	the	final	out	of	the	series	(Sale	also	got	the	first	outs	of	the	series	when	it
started	opening).[46][35]	In	games	where	a	blowjob	occurs,	position	players	(non-pitchers)	can	be	replaced	to	launch	to	save	the	bullpen	for	the	next	game.	However,	this	is	a	rare	event	as	position	players	are	not	really	trained	as	launchers,	and	tend	to	launch	with	less	speed	and/or	accuracy.	There	is	also	an	increase	in	the	risk	of	injury,	such	as	Jose
Canseco	who	suffered	an	injury	to	the	arm	after	launching	two	innings	in	a	1993	game.	For	these	reasons,	managers	will	typically	use	only	one	position	player	as	a	launcher	in	a	fire	loss,	or	to	avoid	a	defeat	once	the	launchers	are	exhausted.	Generally,	the	positioner	also	launched	in	high	school	or	collegial	level,	as	the	smaller	size	of	the	amateur
roster	forced	some	position	players	to	launch,	with	some	were	recruited	in	college	as	well	as	launchers,	as	starters	or	lifters.	Mitch	Moreland	(Missississippi	State,)	Ryan	Rua	(Lake	Erie	College,)	and	J.	D.	Davis,	(Cal	State	Fullerton)	all	played	as	position	players	and	launchers	in	their	collegiate	careers,	with	Rua	and	Davis	being	closer	to	their	college
teams.	Cliff	Pennington	became	the	first	position	player	in	the	history	of	Major	League	Baseball	to	launch	in	a	postseason	game,	which	was	during	the	2015	American	League	Championship	Series.[49][50]	The	second	position	player	to	launch	in	the	playoffs	was	Austin	Romine	during	the	game	3	of	the	2018	American	League	Division	Series.[51]	The
Major	League	Baseball	Reliever	of	the	Year	Award	and	The	Sporting	News	Reliever	The	late	Rolaids	Relief	Man	of	the	Year	Award	was	determined	by	a	statistical	formula.	Compared	to	starting	launchers,	most	lifters	(with	the	exception	of	closer	to	large	total	savings)	receive	few	awards	and	awards.	[53]	Historically,	configuration	men	were	rarely
selected	for	MLB	All-Star	Games,	withSelected	lifters	usually	be	closer.	[53]	The	setup	man	never	won	the	Cy	Young	Award	or	the	Major	League	Baseball	Most	Valuable	Player	Award;	the	highest	rankings	in	these	respective	awards	were	reached	by	Rivera,	who	finished	third	in	the	vote	for	the	American	League	(AL)	Cy	Young	Award	and	twelfth	for
the	AL	MVP	in	1996,	and	for	the	next	season	was	promoted	closer.	[54]	The	average	lifter	Andrew	Miller	became	the	first	relief	launcher	other	than	a	closer	to	winning	a	League	Championship	Series	Most	Valuable	Player	Award	when	he	was	voted	on	the	2016	ALCS	MVP.	Configuration	launchers	typically	do	less	than	the	average	MLB	salary.	[55]
[56]	The	lower	rescue	pliers	can	be	travelers,	as	their	individual	performance	may	vary	considerably	(often	specialized	to	launch	against	some	types	of	batters,	such	as	for	right-wing	or	just	left-wing	beaters),	although	the	prominent	staff	of	their	team	as	a	whole	is	effective	overall.	[57]	The	increasing	importance	of	the	rescue	pliers	is	evident	in	the
rising	star	power	of	the	nearest.	It	reached	the	point	where	the	nearest	are	among	the	biggest	stars	of	the	game,	with	state	and	salaries	to	the	peer	with	starting	launchers.	When	the	nearest	play	at	home,	and	when	they	are	called	into	the	game	to	preserve	an	advantage	for	the	last	crucial	inning	or	those	last	outs	couples,	many	of	them	trot	in	from
the	bullpen	to	the	mound	pitchers	accompanied	by	a	theme	song	of	their	choice.	For	many	years	with	the	Yankees,	Rivera	joined	the	game	accompanied	by	Metallica's	"Enter	Sandman"	which	spread	over	the	sound	system	of	Yankee	Stadium.	When	Jonathan	Papelbon	was	with	the	Red	Sox,	his	entry	song	was	"I'm	Shipping	Up	to	Boston"	by	Dropkick
Murphys,	and	Hoffman	entered	the	tuning	of	the	"Hells	Bells"	by	AC/DC[58]	Eight	launchers	are	currently	in	Baseball	Hall	of	Fame	mainly	for	their	successes	as	rescue	launchers:	Goose	Gossage,	Hoyt	Wilhelm,	Rollie	Fingers,	Bruce	Sutter,	Dennis	Eckersley,	Lee	Smith,	Hoffman	and	Rivera.	Eckersley,	who	was	considered	the	first	most	modern
pitching	exclusively	in	ninth	inning	situation,	also	had	a	significant	career	as	a	starting	pitcher	and	also	launched	a	no-hitter	in	1977.	Another	launcher	who	entered	the	Hall	in	2015,	John	Smoltz,	was	primarily	an	appetizer,	but	spent	four	seasons	as	a	lifter.	Jim	Konstanty	in	1950	was	the	first	lifter	to	win	the	MLB	MVP	Award	after	a	then	record	74
games,	16-7	records,	22	saves	and	2.66	ERA.	[59]	Mike	Marshall	in	1974	was	the	first	lifter	to	win	the	Cy	Young	Award	after	a	record	of	106	games,	15-12	records,	21	saved	and	208	innings	launched.	[60]	In	1992,	Eckersley	was	the	closest	modern	player	(first	player	to	be	used	almost	exclusively	in	ninth	grade)inning)[62][63]	to	win	the	Cy	Young,
and	since	then	only	another	rescue	launcher	won	the	Cy	Young,	Éric	Gagné	in	2003	(even	closer).	Three	rescue	launchers	won	both	the	MVP	and	the	Cy	Young	Awards	in	one	season;	Fingers	in	1981,	Willie	Hernández	in	1984,	andin	1992.	The	American	football	player	of	Los	Angeles	(1978)	won	the	National	American	Football	Award	(1981)	Fireman:
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