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How to make a lock pick with a paperclip

What is the tiny hole in a padlock for? Can you pick a lock with a pencil? How do you pick a lock with a pin? What is the hardest lock to pick? What is the best lock pick set? What are lock picking tools called? Can you use a slim jim on power locks? How much does a lock pick set cost? I recently got locked out of my backyard shed and I did not want to
call a locksmith for One Hundred Dollars and I also did not want to get a giant pair of bolt cutters and ruin the lock and possibly my shed by clipping it off. So the logical thing to do was to search Youtube for a great tutorial on how to pick a lock and I found this fabulous video that explained exactly how locks work and how to pick locks with 2 simple
lock picking tools you make from paper clips. You get started by making your 2 simple tools from a couple of spare paperclips.They should look something like this.Then you just insert your loop piece (the one on the bottom left of the above photo) about a fourth (1/4) of the way inside the key part of your lock and put a bit of tension on it with your
fingertip.Then you take that loop paperclip tool out and insert the picking tool that you have bent to a 45-degree angle and rake it across your pins until you see/ hear them come up.Then you just insert your loop tool again and turn very gently until the lock magically pop open.This little life hack is so easy to do and it works on a majority of locks
because most locks work the same way. So if you lose your keys and get locked out, before calling a locksmith, why don’t you try this method, it might save you several hundred dollars.Don’t Miss Out! Sign up for the Latest Updates Only pick lock your own locks. DO NOT pick anyone else's. Get two paper clips Find a lock Find out which way your lock
turns. This one turns in a clockwise direction. Insert the hooked paper clip into the lock. Apply downwards pressure and pull it in the direction the lock turns You MUST keep the pressure on that paper clip the whole time. Failure to do so will result in the lock not turning. Insert the straightened paper clip into the gap made by the hooked one. Make
sure it is pushed all the way to the back of the lock A lock consists of pins that prevent it from turning. When a key is inserted, the grooves in the key will push the pins up. When all the pins are pushed up, the lock can turn It will be likely that you will not succeed on your first try. Keep trying until you get it. Practice makes perfect! Lockpicking has
become a trademark skill of hackers all across the world, and is regularly taught at hackerspaces and maker faires. But a lot of the time, the sets have already been made or bought online somewhere. However, [Sean] has demonstrated how to create a lock picking set with ordinary paperclips in the video embedded at the end of this post. Wikihow
also has these awesome instructions on how to build them. What’s great is that the material for these picks are easily found. There are other ways to fashion a set together. For example, street sweeper bristles can be used. And electrical metal tape is a good material as well, but these paperclip sets are, by far, the most accessible. Pretty much
anywhere that has office stationary supplies will have mounds of these little metal clips lying around. But how well do they work? Have you made a paperclip lock picking set before? If so, let us know in the comments, and tell us how well they did. [Thanks Bob for the tip!] What up, MacGyver?! You have found yourself here because you want to James
Bond that lock in front of you out of ordinary objects. In this master guide, we will show you how to pick a lock with a paperclip nice and easy. We have all been there, locked outside out house with nothing but a couple one two paperclips and all the while thinking “how do I do this?” Is this just a television thing?” No longer do you need to wonder,
because yes it is possible and when you get good, you can do this very quickly without much effort. Now, let’s get started. The first step in picking a lock with a paperclip is to find three paperclips, grab some extras just in case one breaks. Now it’s time to bend these bad boys into make shift lock picks and tension wrenches. Paperclips are a little bit
fragile so don’t go full on Hulk on them when you are trying to pick the lock with paperclips. The keys to your success at lock picking is patients and practice, so keep that in mind every time you go to pick up your pick. Who knew that picking locks was this badass? Well, we did obviously. Now you can look like a spy too, let’s do this thing. Tools That
You Need To Create Picking Tools From Just A Paperclip Paperclips The first thing you need are some paper clips. These are going to be turned into little lock picks and tension wrenches. These can be regular ole paperclips, however, the thicker and larger the paperclips are, the better. You are going to be applying a good amount of pressure on
these makeshift tools so small paperclips may end up breaking on you - and you don’t want them to break off in the lock so be careful! Needle Nose Pliers The second tool that you need for this job is a good pair of needle nose pliers. You are going to need these to bend those paperclips into shape. If you don’t have a pair of needle nose pliers handy,
you can bend them by hand if you’re strong or bend the paperclips on the door frame or anything else with a hard corner to is. You can pick a pair of these up at any local hardware store or maybe ever your dad’s tool case if he’s a man’s man, I mean manly - you get it. These will also come in handy in repairing your picks and all kinds of other things.
Method: How To Pick A Lock With A Paperclip Take the pliers are start bending the paperclips into the shapes shown above. You are going to make essentially two tools that emulate modern lock pick sets. Below we will cover how to create each tool that you will be using the pick this freakin’ lock once and for all, never having to be locked outside in
the cold ever again. 1. Create a Tension Wrench This is much more simple than it sounds. Straighten out your paperclip entirely, but leaving only one loop left at the bottom. Now, bend the paperclip at a 90 degree angle. Make sure that the bent portion measures right around 2-2.5cm. This is important because if you don’t do that then the wrench
might not be long enough to fully fit inside the lock enough to make it turn. You are going to be putting some pressure down on this object while picking your lock so make sure that it isn’t going to break on you and certainly don’t press to hard - this method is more of an art than a sport so settle down ya juice monkey. We are almost ready to find out
how to pick a lock with a paperclip! 2. Create Two Picks For the first pick, you are going to make what’s called a rake. Completely straighten out a paperclip for everything but a small handle piece. Now, take out your pliers and start making small 45 degree bends in the paperclip every 2-3mm. Make anywhere from 2 to 5 of these bends. There’s not
telling if more bends or less bends are the best for your specific lock so this may take some trial and error. I suggest doing 3 to meet in the middle and will take care of most locks. The second type of pick that you are going to fashion is a single pin pick. To do this, simply straighten half of a paperclip like the others and at the straightened end of the
clip, bend it up slightly so there is about 2-3mm sticking up from the clip. This again will vary depending on the specific lock you are trying to pick so feel free to change the height of this pick at any time. No longer do you have to spend time wondering how to pick a lock with a paperclip. 3. Start Picking With Nothing But A Paper Clip You can find
out all the comprehensive picking methods here in our Complete Guide to raking and single pin picking. Stick the tension wrench in the bottom of the lock hole. Now put the rake inside the top and start pushing it in and out quickly while putting pressure down on the tension wrench in the same direction that you would turn a key. Then, wallah! You
should be able to pick 90% of locks out there with a few paperclips and some patience. If you don’t get it right the first time, don’t fret. It is more difficult to pick with paperclips because there is an additional variable that could fail which is your skill in making these picking tools. So now you have it! Most locks out there, you can pick with a clip so
now you know how to pick a lock with a paperclip and never have to worry about not being able to get back into your house in your time of need. For sure remember though that the best way to get back into your house is with the key, duh. So don’t lose it! Now that you have learned how to be cool like MacGyver, check out our How To Guides on how
to pick all different kinds of locks using different methods. There are several other “home made” tools that you can use. They include bobby pins, hair pins, credit cards and knives. Fortunately, we have broken down every single kind on our site. So no matter what you got, we have your back. If you really want to get into lock picking, pick up a tool set
below. It is by far the most effective method and easy to conceal. Never worry about finding a household item again and be prepared. You never know when you will need to pick the next lock with a paper clip. Learning how to pick a combination lock with a paperclip is for desperate moments when your key suddenly goes missing and you need to get
inside the house. A couple of paperclips and a few other necessary tools will save the day. It may not look so nice to do, but it often gets the job done, so using paperclips is certainly the best thing you can do in such situations. All you need is to collect the relevant materials then start picking the lock to open it after a few minutes. What You Will Need
To Follow This Tutorial If you want to do successful combination lock picks with a small paperclip, here are the overall basic steps to complete the work. You can read the step by step instructions below to fully understand what you need to do for this task in detail. Preparing Necessary Tools Picking The Door Lock How to Pick a Combination Lock
with a Paperclip Step By Step Instructions Step 1 - Collect Required Materials Most items you need for lock picking with a paperclip are easy to get. There are only 3 necessary items to collect for this task: a couple of paperclips — one to pick the lock, the other to work as a tension wrench, and pliers for paperclip shaping. In terms of the paperclips,
there is no specific limit for their upper size. But you need to ensure their width is not too slim that it fits inside the lock. The height should be tall enough so there is still length left to hold onto and turn after inserting. Meanwhile, the pair of pliers are meant for shaping your two paperclips because it will be easier and more precise to use pliers than
your hands for this shaping. Step 2 - Unfold Your First Paperclip Into The Lock Pick In order to complete this step, find the large edge of the paperclip and unfold it twice. You will see a straight portion jutting out afterward. Insert this straight part into the door lock for it to act as the effective paper clips lock pick. This is not a strictly necessary tip,
but you might still want to know it: You may find some locksmiths bending a tiny upward angle on the tip of this pick. As they do this, it will help depress the pins inside the door lock and lessen the hassle during use. Step 3 - Create The Tension Wrench Use the other paperclip and take out both bends until it becomes two straight wires having a curve
at its end. Take a wrench and press this curved end down. It is best to bend the curved end to 90° and around 0.4 inches in length. Step 4 - Insert The Tension Wrench Into The Keyhole’s Bottom This is the first step to pick a lock with a paperclip. The keyhole’s bottom is known as the shear line. You will use the newly made tension wrench to apply
enough pressure here in a rotational manner, which is the way your lock turns. You will have to practice a bit to get the suitable amount of pressure for this stage. Too much pressure may lead to twisting the paperclip out of its current shape, and too lightly is not strong enough for you to successfully pick the lock. Step 5 - Turn The Wrench In The
Same Direction The Lock Goes You may not be certain which way the lock turns, but the most important thing is to turn your tension wrench in the right direction. There are several helpful ways for you to test the lock to see the direction that its key would turn. If you are already aware of which way this door lock turns, turn your tension wrench in
the same direction to open it. What if you have no idea about its opening direction? You will have a 50% chance of opening this lock on your first attempt. Try to turn the tension wrench clockwise first, then the other way around. The right direction will give less pressure. Step 6 - Insert The Pick Into The Keyhole’s Upper Part To “Rake” Inserting the
pick to the keyhole’s back, then removing it fast while jiggling your pick in an upward direction is “raking”. You may need to repeat this move a few times so that you can potentially set some pins inside. It is advised to keep adding pressure on the tension wrench as you rake since the lock picking will not work out well without pressure. And removing
it quickly does not mean yanking the pick out, but you should do it fast enough for smooth motion. Step 7 - Locate Your Pins Inside Your Lock As you keep pressure on your tension wrench, you should try using the pick to locate the pins inside your keyhole. The majority of locks in the US have a minimum number of 5 pins that need setting to
successfully open up the lock. When you insert the lock pick, you will feel the pins against it. This lets you know where you need to depress the pins inside this lock for the next step. Step 8 - Depress Your Pin While you are depressing the pins, make sure you apply a sufficient amount of rotational pressure to the tension wrench. After setting the pins
to the unlocked position, you will sense a slight give, or sometimes even a little clicking sound. If you see a swift motion in pins depressing, it is highly likely done by experienced lock pickers. Inexperienced ones need extra deliberate motions for pin setting. Step 9 - Jiggle The Picks Till Each Pin Unlocks The last step is to add more pressure to your
tension wrench, as well as jiggling the pick until each of the pins unlocks. Hearing either a snap or click means you will need to rotate your tension wrench to unlock the combination lock. Conclusion Hopefully, you now know how to pick a combination lock with a paperclip. I know how to pick a door lock with a paperclip so that I will always be
prepared for the worst circumstances. Don’t hesitate to express what you think in the comment section and share the article to friends and family so they know about this precious information as well. Thank you for reading.
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