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Ages	ago	I	discovered	the	joys	of	reading	Spanish	novels	for	fun.	It	helps	to	keep	up	my	fluency	and	build	my	vocabulary,	while	adding	bits	of	cultural	knowledge.	Of	course,	I	always	keep	my	linguistics	hat	on	in	case	I	find	anything	particularly	interesting.	This	post	describes	two	such	findings.	The	first	is	from	La	carta	esférica,	a	novel	about	a	sailor
who	joins	a	mysterious	woman	on	a	treasure	hunt	for	a	sunken	ship	carrying	a	priceless	cargo	of	Jesuit	emeralds.	It’s	by	one	of	my	favorite	Spanish	authors,	Arturo	Pérez-Reverte,	best	known	for	the	Capitán	Alatriste	series.	Besides	its	pleasantly	page-turning	plot,	this	novel	features	the	best	example	I’ve	ever	seen	of	the	stylistic	exploitation	of	the	two
different	versions	of	the	Spanish	imperfect	subjunctive.	Here,	the	narrator	alternates	between	-ra	and	-se	subjunctives	as	he	waits	for	the	mysterious	lady	of	the	emeralds	to	stop	him	from	walking	out.	This	alternation	adds	an	extra	back-and-forth	rhythm	to	the	parallel	structure	of	the	successive	que	clauses.	Todo	el	rato,	hasta	que	cerró	[la	puerta]
detrás	de	sí,	estuvo	esperando	que	fuese	hasta	él	y	lo	agarrara	por	el	brazo,	que	lo	obligase	a	mirarla	a	los	ojos,	que	contara	cualquier	cosa	para	retenerlo.	“The	whole	time,	until	the	door	closed	behind	him,	he	hoped	that	she	would	go	to	him,	take	him	by	the	arm,	make	him	look	her	in	the	eye,	and	say	anything	to	keep	him	there.	Right	now	I’m
reading	Magali	García	Ramis’s	memoir	of	growing	up	in	Puerto	Rico,	Felices	Días	Tío	Sergio.	I	first	learned	about	García	Ramis	when	she	was	inducted	into	the	Academia	Puertorriqueña	de	la	Lengua	Española	(basically,	the	Puerto	Rican	branch	of	the	Real	Academia	Española).	In	a	previous	post	I	described	her	inaugural	lecture,	on	the	Puerto	Rican
/r/.	I	bought	a	copy	of	Felices	Días	back	then	but	only	recently	got	around	to	reading	it.	It	is	absolutely	delightful,	written	in	simple	Spanish	that	would	make	it	a	good	first	novel	for	a	student	to	read.	The	passage	that	caught	my	linguistic	eye	has	to	do	with	another	cardinal	aspect	of	Puerto	Rican	pronunciation,	the	aspiration	of	final	-s.	Here	the
protagonist,	a	young	girl,	is	asking	her	mother	to	make	cat-shaped	cookies	for	the	funeral	in	absentia	of	their	lost	cat,	Daruel.	It’s	an	interesting	passage	from	a	sociolinguistic	perspective	because	it	shows	the	two	speakers’	awareness	that	this	is	a	stigmatized	feature.	In	the	first	line,	Ramis	uses	the	letter	j	to	show	the	aspirated	/h/	pronunciation	of
the	/s/	of	los.	—	¿Ah	Mami?	¿Ah,	nos	laj	haces?	[Mom,	will	you	make	them	for	us?]	–	Nos	lassss	hacesss	–	corrigió	Mami	[Will	you	make	them	for	us?	–	Mom	corrected]	–	Bueno,	nosss	lass	hacesss	¿Sí?	[OK,	will	you	make	them	for	us?]	0	calificaciones0%	encontró	este	documento	útil	(0	votos)1K	vistas1	página,	activo	Size:	31,377	KB	D0wnl0ad	URL	=>
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días,	Tío	Sergio	It's	no	secret	my	big	love	for	this	book.	I	don’t	know	how	but	it	achieves	to	expel	from	me	foreign	feelings,	and	at	the	same	time	it	fills	me	in	a	way	that	every	time	I	close	my	eyes,	can’t	stop	thinking	about	it.	This	book	gets	me.	It	makes	me	its	friend	for	a	day	or	two	because	it	is	so	short,	but	its	aftertaste	lingers	for	weeks.	And	how
can	I	love	a	story	about	a	girl	who	lacks	of	identity	and	doesn’t	belong	anywhere?	Well,	for	the	simple	fact	that	my	identity	is	in	scarcity.	And	as	I	read	It's	no	secret	my	big	love	for	this	book.	I	don’t	know	how	but	it	achieves	to	expel	from	me	foreign	feelings,	and	at	the	same	time	it	fills	me	in	a	way	that	every	time	I	close	my	eyes,	can’t	stop	thinking
about	it.	This	book	gets	me.	It	makes	me	its	friend	for	a	day	or	two	because	it	is	so	short,	but	its	aftertaste	lingers	for	weeks.	And	how	can	I	love	a	story	about	a	girl	who	lacks	of	identity	and	doesn’t	belong	anywhere?	Well,	for	the	simple	fact	that	my	identity	is	in	scarcity.	And	as	I	read	this	book,	I	understand	that	sometimes	is	okay	to	feel	this	way,
without	identification.	That	is	okay	to	be	picked	up	by	the	arms	of	solitude	but	that	it	is	necessary	to	learn	to	grow	in	them	and	to	start	putting	the	first	pieces	of	this	puzzle	called	life.So	this	book	did	all	this	to	me.	I’m	a	little	mess	now.	...more	Nov	25,	2014	Bookworm	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Me	encontré	tan	identificada.	Yo	sé	lo	que	es	crecer	con
una	familia	de	mente	cerrada.	Sé	lo	que	es	la	angustia	del	proceso	de	formar	tus	propias	opiniones,	tu	propia	identidad,	aparte	pero	muy	influenciada	por	ellos.	Sé	lo	que	es	estar	confundida	y	sola	y	no	saber	quién	eres.	Sé	lo	que	es	vivir	sabiendo	que	no	compartes	las	filosofías	más	esenciales	de	tu	familia	y	darte	cuenta	que,	a	la	hora	de	la	verdad,	no
importa.	Nunca	me	he	enamorado	de	mi	tío,	pero	leer	este	libro	fue	como	mirarme	en	un	Me	encontré	tan	identificada.	Yo	sé	lo	que	es	crecer	con	una	familia	de	mente	cerrada.	Sé	lo	que	es	la	angustia	del	proceso	de	formar	tus	propias	opiniones,	tu	propia	identidad,	aparte	pero	muy	influenciada	por	ellos.	Sé	lo	que	es	estar	confundida	y	sola	y	no
saber	quién	eres.	Sé	lo	que	es	vivir	sabiendo	que	no	compartes	las	filosofías	más	esenciales	de	tu	familia	y	darte	cuenta	que,	a	la	hora	de	la	verdad,	no	importa.	Nunca	me	he	enamorado	de	mi	tío,	pero	leer	este	libro	fue	como	mirarme	en	un	espejo.	Me	reí	(un	poco),	lloré	(bastante),	y	saqué	A	en	el	examen.	...more	Lo	lei	en	la	escuela	superior	y	lo
volvi	a	leer.	Me	encanta	porque	presenta	lo	que	es	ser	puertorriqueno.	Donde	nos	ensenan	que	todo	lo	"bueno"	viene	de	afuera	(Estados	Unidos	y	Europa)	y	que	lo	de	la	isla	es	"malo".	Es	triste	saber	que	los	mismos	puertorriquenos	no	sabemos	nada	de	nosotros	mismos.	Lo	lei	en	la	escuela	superior	y	lo	volvi	a	leer.	Me	encanta	porque	presenta	lo	que
es	ser	puertorriqueno.	Donde	nos	ensenan	que	todo	lo	"bueno"	viene	de	afuera	(Estados	Unidos	y	Europa)	y	que	lo	de	la	isla	es	"malo".	Es	triste	saber	que	los	mismos	puertorriquenos	no	sabemos	nada	de	nosotros	mismos.	...more	Aug	14,	2009	Alex	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Recommends	it	for:	the	classist	Recommended	to	Alex	by:	Luz	Arocho,	AP
Spanish	teacher	I	loved	this	book!	Just	like	my	friend	Edhriz,	whom	I	love	with	all	my	heart,	I	laughed	with	this	book.	It	also	opened	my	eyes	to	the	many	different	thoughts	and	impressions	of	the	late	1950's	in	Puerto	Rico.	The	main	character's	family	has	a	lot	money	compared	to	the	average	family	by	that	time.	The	book	says	they	are	not	rich,	but	en
route,	but	clearly	these	people	enjoy	life	with	all	its	commodities	and	have	not	seen	a	day	of	hunger.	I	recommend	this	book	to	everybody,	but	especially	the	peop	I	loved	this	book!	Just	like	my	friend	Edhriz,	whom	I	love	with	all	my	heart,	I	laughed	with	this	book.	It	also	opened	my	eyes	to	the	many	different	thoughts	and	impressions	of	the	late	1950's
in	Puerto	Rico.	The	main	character's	family	has	a	lot	money	compared	to	the	average	family	by	that	time.	The	book	says	they	are	not	rich,	but	en	route,	but	clearly	these	people	enjoy	life	with	all	its	commodities	and	have	not	seen	a	day	of	hunger.	I	recommend	this	book	to	everybody,	but	especially	the	people	that	have	not	opened	their	eyes	to	the
reality	that	is	happening	nowadays.	Great	book...	and	even	has	a	bit	of	love	in	it.	...more	Jun	20,	2018	J.D.	Estrada	rated	it	really	liked	it	Un	libro	bien	puertorriqueño	y	no	en	lo	típico	que	se	ve	cuando	se	habla	de	literatura	puertorriqueña.	La	primera	vez	que	veo	buchipluma	en	un	escrito,	con	lenguaje,	ideas,	conceptos	y	conversaciones	típicas	del
área	metropolitana.	Perdí	la	cuenta	de	cuántas	veces	lo	que	leía	sonaba	a	algo	que	había	vivido.	Desde	críticas	a	la	estadidad	e	independencia,	del	mundo	en	limbo	que	es	la	identidad	puertorriqueña,	de	los	comentarios	políticos,	la	ignorancia	religiosa,	la	libertad	de	años	de	adolescente	Un	libro	bien	puertorriqueño	y	no	en	lo	típico	que	se	ve	cuando
se	habla	de	literatura	puertorriqueña.	La	primera	vez	que	veo	buchipluma	en	un	escrito,	con	lenguaje,	ideas,	conceptos	y	conversaciones	típicas	del	área	metropolitana.	Perdí	la	cuenta	de	cuántas	veces	lo	que	leía	sonaba	a	algo	que	había	vivido.	Desde	críticas	a	la	estadidad	e	independencia,	del	mundo	en	limbo	que	es	la	identidad	puertorriqueña,	de
los	comentarios	políticos,	la	ignorancia	religiosa,	la	libertad	de	años	de	adolescente	y	el	peso	de	la	adultez.	Es	un	cuento	bien	real,	desde	lo	que	hablan,	hasta	cómo	hablan,	hasta	lo	repentino	que	son	los	momentos	de	la	vida	y	como	alguna	gente	llega	y	se	va	como	un	abrir	y	cerrar	de	ojos	y	sabiendo	o	sin	saberlo	dejan	huellas	profundas	en	nuestra
vida.	Felices	días,	Tío	Sergio	es	un	libro	BIEN	puertorriqueño	y	de	seguro	no	sea	algo	que	mucha	gente	pueda	relacionarse	porque	hace	falta	tener	esa	identidad,	esos	complejos,	esas	dudas,	incertidumbres	y	frustraciones	de	alguien	que	ha	sido	afligido	por	el	insularismo	para	entenderlo,	pero	cualquier	persona	que	sea	de	la	Isla	y	lo	lea	encontrará
varios	momentos	en	donde	dirá	"coño,	es	que	somos	así."	Y	eso	vale	oro.	Se	le	quita	una	estrella	por	errores	de	gramática	en	esta	edición,	por	el	requisito	de	puertorriqueñidad	para	entenderlo	bien	y	porque	el	cambio	al	final	fue	tan	súbito	que	puede	ser	comentario	sobre	cómo	es	la	vida	pero	parte	se	siente	incompleto...	el	cual	pudo	haber	sido	la
intención.	...more	Oct	30,	2020	Tash	Greenidge	rated	it	it	was	amazing	This	is	one	of	my	new	favourite	books!	I	didn't	know	what	to	expect	at	first,	but	as	soon	as	I	got	through	the	first	one	or	two	pages	I	was	totally	enchanted	by	the	story.	I	felt	Ramis	was	able	to	portray	how	a	child	thinks	with	such	vividness	that	it	was	like	I	too	was	back	stuck	on	a
porch	with	my	cousins	one	long	hot	afternoon.	Maybe	because	it	was	a	Caribbean	story	as	well!	One	of	my	most	eye-opening	reading	experiences	to	date	was	James	Joyce's	Portrait	of	the	Artist	as	a	Young	Man	and	this	This	is	one	of	my	new	favourite	books!	I	didn't	know	what	to	expect	at	first,	but	as	soon	as	I	got	through	the	first	one	or	two	pages	I
was	totally	enchanted	by	the	story.	I	felt	Ramis	was	able	to	portray	how	a	child	thinks	with	such	vividness	that	it	was	like	I	too	was	back	stuck	on	a	porch	with	my	cousins	one	long	hot	afternoon.	Maybe	because	it	was	a	Caribbean	story	as	well!	One	of	my	most	eye-opening	reading	experiences	to	date	was	James	Joyce's	Portrait	of	the	Artist	as	a	Young
Man	and	this	has	similar	qualities.	Felices	Dias	is	terrifyingly	frank	about	emotions	like	loneliness	and	not	fitting	in.	In	one	sentence:	the	pains	of	growing	up	in	a	typical	West	Indian	household,	sprinkled	with	some	mambo	music	and	sublime	sunset	descriptions	to	spice	it	up!	...more	Mar	25,	2021	Cindy	rated	it	it	was	amazing	He	releído	uno	de	mis
libros	preferidos	de	todo	el	universo.	Y	sentí	que	volví	a	todos	los	lugares	que	he	amado.	Y	tengo	mucho	dolor.	Tanto,	que	ya	no	puedo	escribir	nada	.	Estoy	llorando	y	necesito	pasar	por	este	proceso	de	dolor	y	amor.	Cómo	se	puede	amar	tanto	la	literatura	para	haber	escrito	esta	joya	tan	inmensa	en	tan	pocas	páginas.	Gracias,	Magali	García	Ramis.
Prometo	reseñar	esta	novela	a	la	altura	que	merece.	Por	ahora,	déjame	llorar,	mientras	tarareo	la	danza	sobre	esos	felices	días	q	He	releído	uno	de	mis	libros	preferidos	de	todo	el	universo.	Y	sentí	que	volví	a	todos	los	lugares	que	he	amado.	Y	tengo	mucho	dolor.	Tanto,	que	ya	no	puedo	escribir	nada	.	Estoy	llorando	y	necesito	pasar	por	este	proceso
de	dolor	y	amor.	Cómo	se	puede	amar	tanto	la	literatura	para	haber	escrito	esta	joya	tan	inmensa	en	tan	pocas	páginas.	Gracias,	Magali	García	Ramis.	Prometo	reseñar	esta	novela	a	la	altura	que	merece.	Por	ahora,	déjame	llorar,	mientras	tarareo	la	danza	sobre	esos	felices	días	que	no	volverán.	...more	May	26,	2013	Eileen	rated	it	really	liked	it	A
wonderful	and	accurate	description	of	growing	up	in	Puerto	Rico	and	a	beautiful	memoir	of	a	time	gone.	Garcia	Ramis	uses	her	memories	of	a	beloved	uncle	to	expose	life	in	the	colony.	It's	a	novel	but	reads	like	a	memoir.	A	wonderful	and	accurate	description	of	growing	up	in	Puerto	Rico	and	a	beautiful	memoir	of	a	time	gone.	Garcia	Ramis	uses	her
memories	of	a	beloved	uncle	to	expose	life	in	the	colony.	It's	a	novel	but	reads	like	a	memoir.	...more	Feb	08,	2012	Minnie	rated	it	it	was	amazing	read	it	in	high	school,	en	mi	clase	de	español	avanzado.	agradezco	a	la	maestra	que	tuvimos	en	el	grado	12,	en	mi	ultimo	año	de	escuela	superior	ella	nos	mostro	muy	buenos	trabajos	de	literatura	en	y	en
particular	de	Puerto	Rico.	Aug	23,	2007	Luz	Ibarra	rated	it	it	was	amazing	What	I	enjoyed	most	about	this	book	was	that	it	gave	me	a	small	glimpse	into	what	life	in	Puerto	Rico	would	be	like.	It	was	kind	of	sad,	too.	And	I	saw	a	lot	of	the	same	traditions	in	that	family	that	I	see	in	my	family.	Feb	03,	2013	Tania	rated	it	liked	it	I	can't	say	that	I	did	not
like	it,	but	for	me	it's	not	a	very	memorable	book.	I	can't	say	that	I	did	not	like	it,	but	for	me	it's	not	a	very	memorable	book.	...more	Cristina	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Mar	28,	2008	Hector	rated	it	really	liked	it	Mar	01,	2015	Gloria	rated	it	really	liked	it	Nov	19,	2011	Yuliana	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Mar	22,	2016	Isabel	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Jan	23,	2021
Vero2890	rated	it	really	liked	it	May	10,	2013	Priscila	rated	it	it	was	ok	Nov	21,	2015	Belen	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Jan	05,	2008	Mel	rated	it	it	was	amazing	Sep	24,	2011
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https://lllk.ru/wp-content/plugins/super-forms/uploads/php/files/05d8f1972094e70777faf532601ea247/87417887816.pdf
https://www.histoiresdegroupes.com/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/16087949205110---93058674837.pdf
http://www.chinahkcarplate.com/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/160c34f07c4799---26585057730.pdf
https://digireg.es/upload/kedoravopavovilunosav.pdf
https://www.bountyvacation.com/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/160b5647b97c2f---60076949387.pdf
https://skillmapmagazine.com/ckfinder/userfiles/files/19199362800.pdf
http://nc2e.fr/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/16085d720b82e2---10023424574.pdf
https://414movement.com/wp-content/plugins/super-forms/uploads/php/files/11368823cb268263acee2cfa980fee22/nutisiso.pdf
https://brokenspoke.com/wp-content/plugins/super-forms/uploads/php/files/69ec3cb8cdd1ba4adee826a7e6a8b477/lebebesemalem.pdf
http://cargo3030.ru/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/16087315ab6be8---faruxowajavof.pdf
https://joepromenshealth.com/wp-content/plugins/super-forms/uploads/php/files/aa0b94e421fc8120b0f22f951652524a/nixadov.pdf
http://www.restorationservice.ca/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/16080a39dbf053---bebajenalinuvijiluga.pdf
https://earthideasawnings.com/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/160ac20840773f---kugotutadirekij.pdf
https://tpk-m.ru/files/file/sagekizewivo.pdf
https://glass-haus.ru/wp-content/plugins/super-forms/uploads/php/files/5c80e49a58684c1da2ac1426dd3735d6/48084734207.pdf
http://coss-wynn-reunion.com/clients/d/db/dbe3622004495b304d8703879a486b7d/File/6177605121.pdf
https://www.etbsupplies.com/wp-content/plugins/formcraft/file-upload/server/content/files/1609ecb2633b91---97320817134.pdf



